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§17.22

§17.21 Painting and lighting, when re-
quired.
* * * * *

(a) Their height exceeds any obstruction
standard requiring notification to the FAA
(see §17.4(a) and §17.7).

* * * * *

(c) An antenna installation is of such a na-
ture that its painting and lighting specifica-
tions in accordance with the FAA airspace
recommendation are confusing, or endanger
rather than assist airmen, or are otherwise
inadequate. In these cases, the Commission
will specify the type of painting and lighting
or other marking to be used for the par-
ticular structure.

§17.22 Particular specifications to be
used.

Whenever painting or lighting is re-
quired, the Commission will generally
assign specifications in accordance
with the FAA Advisory Circulars ref-
erenced in §17.23. If an antenna instal-
lation is of such a nature that its
painting and lighting in accordance
with these specifications are confusing,
or endanger rather than assist airmen,
or are otherwise inadequate, the Com-
mission will specify the type of paint-
ing and lighting or other marking to be
used in the individual situation.

[32 FR 11269, Aug. 3, 1967, as amended at 61
FR 4363, Feb. 6, 1996]

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 79 FR 56986,
Sept. 24, 2014, §17.22 was removed and re-
served, effective Oct. 24, 2014.

§17.23 Specifications for painting and
lighting antenna structures.

Unless otherwise specified by the
Commission, each new or altered an-
tenna structure to be registered on or
after January 1, 1996, must conform to
the FAA’s painting and lighting rec-
ommendations set forth on the struc-
ture’s FAA determination of ‘“no haz-
ard,” as referenced in the following
FAA Advisory Circulars: AC 70/7460-1J,
“Obstruction Marking and Lighting,”
effective January 1, 1996, and AC 150/
5345-43E, ‘‘Specification for Obstruc-
tion Lighting Equipment,” dated Octo-
ber 19, 1995. These documents are incor-
porated by reference in accordance
with 5 U.S.C. 552(a). The documents
contain FAA recommendations for
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painting and lighting structures which
pose a potential hazard to air naviga-
tion. For purposes of this part, the
specifications, standards, and general
requirements stated in these docu-
ments are mandatory. The Advisory
Circulars listed are available for in-
spection at the Commission Head-
quarters in Washington, DC, or may be
obtained from Department of Transpor-
tation, Property Use and Storage Sec-
tion, Subsequent Distribution Office,
M483.6, Ardmore East Business Center,
3341 Q 75th Avenue, Landover, MD
20785, telephone (301) 322-4961, facsimile
(301) 386-5394. Copies are also available
for public inspection at the National
Archives and Records Administration
(NARA). For information on the avail-
ability of this material at NARA, call
202-741-6030, or go to: http://
www.archives.gov/federal register/

code of federal regulations/

ibr _locations.html.

[64 FR 27474, May 20, 1999, as amended at 69
FR 18803, Apr. 9, 2004]

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 79 FR 56986,
Sept. 24, 2014, §17.23 was revised, effective
Oct. 24, 2014. For the convenience of the user,
the revised text is set forth as follows:

§17.23 Specifications for painting and light-
ing antenna structures.

Unless otherwise specified by the Commis-
sion, each new or altered antenna structure
must conform to the FAA’s painting and
lighting specifications set forth in the FAA’s
final determination of ‘‘no hazard” and the
associated FAA study for that particular
structure. For purposes of this part, any
specifications, standards, and general re-
quirements set forth by the FAA in the
structure’s determination of ‘“no hazard”
and the associated FAA study are manda-
tory. Additionally, each antenna structure
must be painted and lighted in accordance
with any painting and lighting requirements
prescribed on the antenna structure’s reg-
istration, or in accordance with any other
specifications provided by the Commission.

AVIATION RED OBSTRUCTION LIGHTING
[RESERVED]

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 79 FR 56986,
Sept. 24, 2014, this undesignated center head-
ing was removed, effective Oct. 24, 2014.

§17.24 Existing structures.

No change to painting or lighting cri-
teria or relocation of airports shall at
any time impose a new restriction
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upon any then existing or authorized
antenna structure or structures, unless
the FAA issues a new determination of
“no hazard’ and associated FAA study
for the particular structure.

[56986, Sept. 24, 2014]

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 79 FR 56986,
Sept. 24, 2014, §17.24 was added, effective Oct.
24, 2014.

§§17.25-17.43 [Reserved]

§17.45 Temporary warning lights.

During construction of an antenna
structure, for which red obstruction
lighting is required, at least two 116- or
125-watt lamps (A21/TS) enclosed in
aviation red obstruction light globes,
shall be installed at the uppermost
point of the structure. The intensity of
each lamp shall not be less than 32.5
candelas. In addition, as the height of
the structure exceeds each level at
which permanent obstruction lights
will be required, two similar lights
shall be installed at each such level.
These temporary warning lights shall
be displayed nightly from sunset to
sunrise until the permanent obstruc-
tion lights have been installed and
placed in operation, and shall be posi-
tioned so as to insure unobstructed vis-
ibility of at least one of the lights at
any normal angle of approach. If prac-
tical, the permanent obstruction lights
may be installed and operated at each
required level as construction pro-
gresses.

[32 FR 11273, Aug. 3, 1967, as amended at 39
FR 26157, July 17, 1974; 42 FR 54826, Oct. 11,
1977]

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 79 FR 56986,
Sept. 24, 2014, §17.45 was removed and re-
served, effective Oct. 24, 2014.

§17.47 Inspection of antenna structure
lights and associated control equip-
ment.

The owner of any antenna structure
which is registered with the Commis-
sion and has been assigned lighting
specifications referenced in this part:

(a)(1) Shall make an observation of
the antenna structure’s lights at least
once each 24 hours either visually or by
observing an automatic properly main-
tained indicator designed to register
any failure of such lights, to insure

§17.48

that all such lights are functioning
properly as required; or alternatively,

(2) Shall provide and properly main-
tain an automatic alarm system de-
signed to detect any failure of such
lights and to provide indication of such
failure to the owner.

(b) Shall inspect at intervals not to
exceed 3 months all automatic or me-
chanical control devices, indicators,
and alarm systems associated with the
antenna structure lighting to insure
that such apparatus is functioning
properly.

[61 FR 4363, Feb. 6, 1996]

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 79 FR 56986,
Sept. 24, 2014, §17.47 was amended by adding
paragraph (c), effective Oct. 24, 2014. For the
convenience of the user, the added text is set
forth as follows:

§17.47 Inspection of antenna structure
lights and associated control equipment.

* * * * *

(c) Is exempt from paragraph (b) of this
section for any antenna structure monitored
by a system that the Wireless Telecommuni-
cations Bureau has determined includes self-
diagnostic features sufficient to render quar-
terly inspections unnecessary, upon certifi-
cation of use of such system to the Bureau.

§17.48 Notification of extinguishment
or improper functioning of lights.

The owner of any antenna structure
which is registered with the Commis-
sion and has been assigned lighting
specifications referenced in this part:

(a) Shall report immediately by tele-
phone or telegraph to the nearest
Flight Service Station or office of the
Federal Aviation Administration any
observed or otherwise known extin-
guishment or improper functioning of
any top steady burning light or any
flashing obstruction light, regardless of
its position on the antenna structure,
not corrected within 30 minutes. Such
reports shall set forth the condition of
the light or lights, the circumstances
which caused the failure, the probable
date for restoration of service, the FCC
Antenna Structure Registration Num-
ber, the height of the structure (AGL
and AMSL if known) and the name,
title, address, and telephone number of
the person making the report. Further
notification by telephone or telegraph
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